Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
Fall 2012

Fall 8-15-2012

ENG 3806-001: British Romanticism
R Beebe
Eastern Illinois University

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2012
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
Recommended Citation
Beebe, R, "ENG 3806-001: British Romanticism " (2012). Fall 2012. 104.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2012/104

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2012 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 2012 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

2012

.3'i'!J~-

{)/)/

British Romanticism
BrLtish. Uteratu.re 1780-1830
Prof. R. Beebe
rlbeebe@eiu.edu

•

Office Hours: T, R, 9:30-10:45; 12:30-1 :45
or by appointment

course description

In this course we will study British literature from
1780-1830, a historical and cultural period known as
Romanticism-one of the most revolutionary periods in
British literary history. We will survey a range of writers in
several genres but focus a great deal of attention on
poetry. Besides working towards a sharper and more
nuanced understanding of romanticism, we also consider how the
period and is relevant to the 21st century and whether we still
might be living within a "romantic" sensibility.

Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,
But to be young was very Heaven! ...
Not in Utopia,-subterranean fields,Or some secreted island, Heaven knows where!
But in the very world, which is the world
Of all of us,-the place where, in the end,
We find our happiness, or not at all!
William Wordsworth, The Prelude
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course format

Since the writers and texts of this 50-year period are many and
diverse, I have structured the course to be primarily a reading
course, with a relatively brief papers and exams to assess your
understanding and comprehension. I' ll also ask you to do
frequent response papers (usually around a very specific
question from the reading) as a way to trigger or supplement
discussion. Put simply, to do well, you need to be in class,
participate (maybe more than you're used to) , and read a lot.
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Conferences The reading can often be difficult for this course, so
please feel free to meet with me to discuss any
questions you have or concepts you're not
understanding. I enjoy discussing this material outside of
class and don't consider it an intrusion for you to stop by
my office for some help.
Attendance Policy •
I abide by the University's definition of an
excused absences, and I generally allow two
unexcused absences-no questions asked. On
the third absence-and for every absence
thereafter-I will deduct 53 from your final
grade.
•
Five or more absences equate to an automatic
"F" for the course.
•For any day that you
are not in class, it is ¥QW:
responsibility to find out
what was covered, new
assignments given, changes in the syllabus, or any homework due
for the next meeting. Unless the absence is excused, any
homework due on a day you were absent may not be turned in
late or made up.
•It is also your responsibility to provide the appropriate
documentation to verify an excused absence, preferably within a
week of the absence.
•Please do not email me to tell me you were not in class or why.
This is best done in person either after the next class or during my
office hours.

Academic Honesty Students are of course responsible for knowing Eastern Illinois
University's regulations and policies regarding academic honesty.
Plagiarism, even if unknowing or accidental, can result in your
failing the course and in further action by the university. If you have
any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, feel free to ask me to clarify.
Computer & Classroom EtiquetteYou' re welcome to bring your notebook computer to class. However, I ask that you observe
common rules of etiquette and decorum when you use it. In brief, you may use it to take notes or
complete an in-class writing activity. You may not use it for anything not directly related to class
work. Also, please turn off (or mute) cell phones. Out of respect for the class and the integrity of
class activities, absolutely no text messaging during class is allowed.
Electronic Writing Portfolio This course is a writing-intensive course and, as such, your papers satisfy the requirements for the
Electronic Writing Portfolio.
Students with Disabilities If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services {581 -6583) as soon as possible.

2

Reading Schedule for Thursday, August 23rd

• Context: "The French Revolution and Rights of Man" (pp. 9-12)
• Context: "Rights of Woman" (pp. 31-33)
• E. Burke, Selections from Reflections on the Revolution in France (pp. 13-19)

• T. Paine, Selections from Rights of Man (25-28)
• M. Wollstonecraft, from Vindication of the Rights of Woman (371-75)

Response Paper for Thursday (in class}. Answer the following questions in a one-page, typed
response (single spacing is fine}.

Thomas Paine writes:
Every age and generation must be free to act for itself, in all cases, as the ages and
generation which preceded it. The vanity and presumption of governing beyond the
grave is the most ridiculous and insolent of tyrannies. (26)
Edmund Burke writes:
You will observe, that from Magna Charta to the Declaration of Right, it has been the
uniform policy of our constitution to claim and assert our liberties, as an entailed
inheritance derived to us from our forefathers and to be transmitted to our posterity.. ..
People will not look forward to posterity, who never look backward to their ancestors.
Besides, the people of England well know, that the idea of inheritance furnishes a sure
principle of conservation, and a sure principle of transmission, without at all excluding a
principle of improvement. ( 14)
Paine and Burke disagree--and radically so. What do they disagree about? Identify the key
terms of their arguments and postulate why their disagreement matters.
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